sgo	DOWNING STREET   [foreign office
of Baghdad/ with President Wilson's Twelfth Point,8
and with the British reply to the Syrian Covenant-
ers,3 if we are to judge fairly of the impression they
created in the minds of thinking Arabs. The word
4 c mandate/3 which was generally taken as a euphem-
ism for " protectorate/' very soon became anathema
in Baghdad and Damascus, and this did not make
matters easier either in London or in the Middle
East itself. The mandatory idea was also thor-
oughly disliked and suspected by Fcisal, who, with
Lawrence in attendance, was in Paris as the repre-
sentative of his father, Sherif Hussein. He was at
that time naturally more interested in Syria than in
Mesopotamia, but it was obvious that the two
countries stood on the same footing.
The Foreign Office, who were impressed with
the illogicality of the position, were naturally
anxious that something should be done as soon as
possible to satisfy the legitimate expectations both
of the French and of the Arabs, Their object was
to bring Feisal and the French together, so that the
newly formed Arab administration in Syria could
be transferred as soon as possible to the guidance of
the Power whose interests in that part of the Middle
East had been formally recognised in the Sykes-
Picot Agreement. All attempts to effect this were,
however, stultified by the fact that the French re-
garded Feisal as an instrument of British policy, and
could not resist the suspicion that the immediate
establishment of an Arab administration at Damas-
cus was intended to make it difficult, if not im-
possible, for them to establish their influence in the
Syrian hinterland. This suspicion was aggravated
by the fact that there was no apparent indication
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